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Delegate Charniele L. Herring
P.O. Box 11779

Alexandria, VA 22312
DelCHerring@house.virginia.gov

Delegate Vivian E. Watts

8717 Mary Lee Lane
Annandale, VA 22003
DelVWatts@house.virginia.gov
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P.O. Box K,

4 North Main Street

Chatham, VA 24531
DelLAdams@house.virginia.gov
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2309 Finch Court
Charlottesville, VA 22911
DelRBell@house.virginia.gov

Delegate Jeffrey M. Bourne

P.O. Box 406

Richmond, VA 23218
DelJBourne@house.virginia.gov

Delegate Jeffrey L. Campbell

P.O. Box 986

Marion, VA 24354
DelJCampbell@house.virginia.gov



Delegate Carrie E. Coyner

9910 Wagners Way

P.O. Box 58

Chesterfield, VA 23832
DelCCoyner@house.virginia.gov

Delegate Karrie K. Delaney

P.O. Box 231023
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Delegate James E. Edmunds

P.O. Box 1115
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P.O. Box 3148
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DelPHope@house.virginia.gov

Delegate Mark L. Keam

P.O. Box 1134
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DelMKeam@house.virginia.gov

Delegate Terry G. Kilgore

P.O. Box 669

Gate City, VA 24251
DelTKilgore@house.virginia.gov

Delegate James A. Leftwich, Jr.
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Delegate Mark H. Levine

301 King Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
DelMLevine@house.virginia.gov

Delegate Jason S. Miyares

618 Village Drive, Suite J
Virginia, Beach, VA 23454
DelJMiyares@house.virginia.gov

Delegate Michael P. Mullin
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Delegate Margaret B. Ransone
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Delegate Don L. Scott, Jr.

355 Crawford Street, Ste. 704
Portsmouth, VA 23704
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DelMSimon@house.virginia.gov

Delegate Richard C. Sullivan, Jr.
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Arlington, VA 22205
DelRSullivan@house.virginia.gov

Re: House Courts of Justice Committee’s Twenty-Third Circuit Court Appointments

Dear Delegates:

We are attorneys practicing in Virginia’s Twenty-Third Circuit, where a woman attorney
has not been appointed to the circuit court bench since the Honorable Diane Strickland retired in
2002. The twenty-year mark has not escaped the attorneys practicing in this circuit. It has also not
escaped the attorneys that in the entire history of the Twenty-Third Circuit, she has been the only
woman attorney appointed to the circuit court bench. This pattern also exists in the Twenty-Third



Circuit’s General District Court, where Judge Jacqueline Talevi has been the only woman judge
for twenty-six years.

The Roanoke Bar Association has 126 members who are women attorneys, making up
twenty percent of its membership. The Salem/Roanoke County Bar Association’s membership
consists of forty women attorneys, who make up thirty-six percent of its membership. A majority
of the women attorneys in the Twenty-Third Circuit have been practicing actively in the Virginia
court system for over 10 years and some over 20 years. This circuit does not lack experienced,
exceptionally gifted women attorneys in all areas of practice.

The apparent trend for appointing women to the bench in the Twenty-Third Circuit is to
place them on the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court (“J&DR”) bench, which now consists
of four female judges and one male judge. On this court no female judge has been moved up to the
circuit court bench when they have applied, and they have applied. Every time a male judge has
applied for elevation to the circuit court bench, a male judge has been appointed. In essence, female
judges are dead-ended on the J&DR bench, while the male judges use that court as a springboard
to the circuit court bench and beyond. A conclusion can be drawn that women attorneys are
considered appropriate to the J&DR bench because dealing with child and family matters is
“women’s work.” While we recognize the significant work conducted in the J&DR courts, our
women attorneys are also capable of being exemplary judges in the circuit and appellate courts.

Lack of access to judicial positions higher than the J&DR bench prohibits woman judges
in this circuit from climbing the ladder to the Court of Appeals or the Supreme Court of Virginia
appointments. Not one woman lower court judge or attorney from the Twenty-Third Circuit has
been appointed to a Virginia appeals court.

It is past the time to appoint woman attorneys or lower court judges from the Twenty-Third
Circuit to the circuit and general district courts and to the Court of Appeals and Supreme Court of
Virginia. When the next openings occur, we will be looking to you to serve our circuit and its
citizens by appointing the capable women candidates from the Twenty-Third Circuit.

Sincerely,

MEMBERS OF THE TWENTY-THIRD CIRCUIT BAR

Nancy F. Reynolds
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Delegate Christopher Head
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